An innovative method for the determination of normal values in hematology using peer group laboratories.
The author describes a proposed innovative method for the determination of normal values in hematology in which a large number of laboratories participating in the CAP proficiency testing program submit results of a previously performed, complete blood count. These data are compared with those derived from more formal studies of normal values. The advantages of this system, if validated, include its inexpensive simplicity and the possibility of determining normal values for relatively uncommon groups of patients such as neonates, infants, and small children.